
OLVER ANNOUNCES MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL BILL PASSED BY HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

  

Bill would fund Land and Water Conservation Fund

WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D- 1st District) announced               that the House of Representatives voted 315 to 103 to pass legislation               titled HR 701, the Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA). Olver,               a cosponsor of the bipartisan legislation, noted that CARA is among               the largest environmental bills to go before Congress in the last               ten years. The mandatory spending bill would dedicate $2.8 billion               each year for land and water conservation, recreation, historic               preservation and other conservation measures. The funding would               be generated from offshore drilling fees.

"This is among the most important environmental bills to be passed               by Congress in the last decade," Olver said. "The Conservation and               Reinvestment Act would provide landmark levels of critically needed               funding for land acquisition, coastal and marine improvements, wildlife               management, and historic preservation programs."

"It is a rare occasion when Members from both sides of the aisle               come together on environmental legislation. The fact that this is               bipartisan legislation makes it even more historic," Olver noted.

Under the environmental bill, counties in Massachusetts would receive               an average of $4 million per year for land purchase and recreation               and conservation programs. The bill calls for funding through 2015.               The funds would allow states to buy environmentally sensitive land               in an effort to offset environmental damage caused by offshore oil               drilling. Funding would come from federal royalties generated by               oil and gas production on the outer Continental Shelf.

Massachusetts is slated to receive $48 million, by far the most               among the six New England states. Maine would receive $36 million.               The lowest is Vermont with $9 million.

"I have long been supportive of efforts aimed at land conservation,               and if the Senate passes the bill Massachusetts will finally have               the resources needed to enhance and protect our natural resources               and our heritage," Olver said. "This bill represents a unique opportunity               to leave a rich conservation legacy for future generations."

A total of seven funds would be established to distribute the money               based on project applications. The bulk of the state's money - $31               million - would be contained in two funds. One fund would be controlled               by the Land and Water Conservation Fund which would provide money               for the purchase of land for conservation and recreation. The federal               government would control the other fund to pay for fisheries studies,               fish and wildlife law enforcement, and promotion of research, education               and advisory services.

In addition to the $31 million, Massachusetts cities would benefit               from $8 million slated to the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery               program. Another $6 million would go toward wildlife preservation               and $2 million for historic preservation.

In the Senate, two versions of the bill are awaiting action in               the Energy Committee.
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